- ! .
s - 1k __-.__-: y 'i':n_
B i A i e St

et

e A
e B el

T

- ; " =
[ i - L :':""',......,,-\,.,_-\_.__-..?

i . 3 o y - - . e I -

s 2 T Sl Bt R PR A e R e s O |

i e e as
N e = i,

[ = i
AT S

. - - o sy -
:-—_l-l.-lJ‘.'. _....:-.-'.-,. _.'p._.'\?'....-'.“' P "'""“’-r.' _____.',.-aul';-\-'\--..' 5

TS R PR A
L ¥ g
e . | . ey 3 L

- e - — \ " . . g -—F—lﬂiﬂ-.a.-u-.ﬁ:{ré.—.'l 2 '-.-...p!,.
I ¥ : . . X . Loy Rt i ")

|r.|p-|---r?g|i|-'|l;-.-“*'.1‘--|' .

..i- ! g " 5 HL ﬂ' .ﬂ.;*: ; -_.". i
e g s g s ———— e et i
¥ i I /] o B _‘L‘_-,, : . ‘
——— - - E e _-A-ﬂf "$ . ¥ i .:_-..,. - :PM
i mE . . - P -l ¥
i Sn ; " _. " v b o g 5 g : d s e
ﬂ. . - -_-\-.1 L

- e " .
i R e

‘el
-

{ NS

ik,

Bt

el o T
il
ol a

= "-Il - S

R T T EE g

o = i, nacnus, L _-_"".l..': |
\ .'ﬂ-':l.!:l-'-.l‘."l. = by = i o L - [ | 1 3 e Bt e
T Bty U S = "“."’.-"—i Pt » q*“: ' i - -.-—..J_,.-.. e 3 == - -
__:' ]

o + : } T
g e s g Pt I : . s | . 1

L

el
gt ] A & & &

S AT " - 1
e e : : [

e~ ! 1 - H-;._...I;.-_—.- - - .
e R . 'F"‘ ey “"““":i“. O
; e ; : ¥ ]

T

]
-
*

N
e g, g e

e oy
s

A

ol ALATE R ST

Ll o

A e on” e o1,

Planning

chitecture,

A Conversation
- with Frei Otto

= Pl =T

u,] h e




<"HASMUKH C. PATEL <

Detft Designer

Meticulous planning and crisp detail

underline the work of a pioneer of
Modern architecture in India

Born in Bhadran, Gujarat, in 1933,
Hasmukh Chandubhai Patel received his
diploma in architecture from the M S
University, Baroda in 1956, and a master’s
degree in architecture from Cornell Univer-
sity, USA in 1959. In addition to his hav-
ing been honorary architectural consultant
Jor various government and private
organizations, Hasmukh Patel has been a
member of several committees engaged in
the framing of building codes and bye-laws
in Gujarat state. He has taught and been
involved with education over the last two
decades, and since 1972 has been honorary
director of the Ahmedabad School of Ar-
chitecture. Patel’s private practice covers
a wide range of projects from institutions,
theatres and commercial centres to houses

and interiors.
n

Miki and Madhavi Desai

a particular theory or philo-
sophy that helps me design
buildings. The huinan being is at the cen-
tre of my creative efforts. I only believe that
my designs must create humane en-
vironments that generate vitality and the
Jjoy of being. This is the only thing I unders-
tand and the only thing I practise.”
Such a statement coming from some-
one with 25 years of successful practice
behind him should not surprise those who
know Hasmukh Chandubhai Patel—a man
of few words and a lot of action. A result-
oriented person, he has the habit of going
into all the possible complexities of a pro-
blem, be it in designing the Reserve Bank
of India building or in tearing apart and
putting together an old piano. All his
works, from modest residences to
prestigious commercial complexes, reflect
the thoroughness of the designer’s ap-
proach. His finesse at detailing, his choice
of materials and directness of expression
in design, assure him a place among the
pioneers of modern architecture in Gujarat.
Back in 1961, when he returned to In-
dia after completing his master’s in ar-
chitecture in the USA and started working
for an ailing architect, Atmaram Gajjar,
in Ahmedabad, Patel might not have

‘ ‘ I DON'T THINK | have in mind

visualized such an active career for himself.
He used to commute two days a week from
Vadodara where he had also started his
own practice. His efforts finally paid off
when, after six months, he was asked to
take over the Ahmedabad office. Even so,
‘it was no bed of roses,”” Patel says, and
it was a long wait before he was commis-
sioned to design a project on his own in
Ahmedabad The first breakthrough in his
career came in 1965 when he was approach-
ed by the trustees of St Xavier’s to design
for the priests, hostels which became
popularly known as Newman Hall. This
project marked the beginning of a good
client-architect relationship with the St
Xavier’s institute, which lasts till today.
When Hasmukh Patel started his prac-
tice, the Modern style of architecture had
already been chosen for the city of
Ahmedabad. Except for some chaste
buildings in the International style by
Achyut Kanvinde, architects in
Ahmedabad had shown a sustained and
clear preference for the Corbusian Brutalist
style since the fifties, when Le Corbusier
himself had designed no less than four pro-
jects in the city. This architecture is
characterized by the use of exposed and un-
treated materials meant to emphasize
discipline in workmanship, cubist composi-

ells
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tions and proportions, as well as a degree
of anonymity In space-making. Conse-
quently, Patel became one of the noted ar-
chitects who got involved in the develop-
ment of the local vocabulary for Brutalist
architecture. All the same, since he was not
so rigidly trained in any one particular
style, his choices were prone to modifica-
tion and deviation. Thus, what we perceive
in the initial phase of his career is his own
interpretation of Brutalist architecture, and
the influences of certain western architects,
to whose work he had been exposed while
studying in the USA, especially Mies van
der Rohe and the Austrian architect Harry
Seidler. Their simplicity of design, direct-
ness of expression and clarity of materials
had greatly impressed him, and these
elements are consistently reflected in his
projects. He also owes much to his period
of study at Cornell in the late fifties. Apart
from participating in intensive design
courses and being exposed to various
western styles of architecture, the most
significant thing that happened to him was
that he had the opportunity to study under
Prof. Kent at Cornell. Says Patel, ‘‘He has
been a very important, positive force in my
life. He was not only a good teacher but
also motivated the shaping of my career.
| owe a lot to him."” After graduation,
Patel travelled extensively in the USA
observing the work of important architects.
He was deeply impressed by Mies van der
Rohe’s Apartments on Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, Crown Hall, and the Architecture
and Design Faculty Building of the Illinois
Institute of Technology, Chicago. He was
also fascinated by the works of Frank
Lloyd Wright, particularly his studio at
Talisein West, the Johnson Wax Building
at Racine, Wisconsin, the Unity Church at
Chicago and Price Tower in Oklahoma.
Wright’s dynamic use of geometrical com-
positions, repetition of rhythmical forms
and bold detailing integrating the use of
different materials left a lasting imprint on
his mind.

Patel’s own work,however,has never
been subservient to any style. In
fact, he prefers his designs to be architec-
tural interpretations subservient to the
client’s needs. In his designs he opts for the
‘modern’ style, to be interpreted as
‘technical aesthetics’, rather than looking
for superficial traditional or vernacular
references. Even at the beginning of his
career he only accepted from the Brutalist
mode materials in their purest form,

n
[ =
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especially in brick and concrete, along with
the idea of cubist compositions. What he
did not accept is the notion that symmetry
1s an impediment to the development of
modern architecture. He believes that if
flexibility and functional locations in a plan
can be clearly delineated at the conceptual
level, symmetry can be used as a creative
tool to convey a modern ambience, without
the stigma of, for example, the Palladian
connotations of symmetry. ‘‘l often start
designing with symmetrical concepts and
then carefully and subtly break away from
them,’” says he.

Even after almost 18 years, Patel's
own residence comes to the fore as a pro-
ject which has provided the architect with
a ‘seed’ idea that will probably last him
throughout his career. It is also a project
that clearly demonstrates where and how
he differs from the pristine pursuit of
Brutalism. The charm of this design is that
unless one studies its plan, one may not
realize that it is a symmetrical composition.
The architect believes that in our culture
and climate, the building within is not as
important as what happens around it. This
belief is reflected in the design and location
of his in-between spaces such as the veran-

:1 i

Hasmukh Patel’s residence

dah, as well as in structures,such as the
garage, servant’s quarters and kitchen sup-
port area, which are well integrated with
the landscape. The project symbolizes
Patel’s preoccupation with relationships
between the inside and outside, spatial ex-
periences, and most of all his love for
detailing. It demonstrates his choice of
design elements and captures the essence of
his style of architecture. It is only natural
that his designs for many other residences
and a few large buildings become variations
of this theme.

Of the major traits that personify
Hasmukh Patel’s buildings, the following
are significant: clinical clarity and an
austere use of materials, meticulous detail-
ing, rational compositions and a preference
for common sense architecture as oppos-

ed to overtly contrived space making. Patel
happens to be one of the very few architects
who also possesses a keen interest in the
mechanics of any product. ‘I have an
engineering mind,’’ he says. He finds joy
in working with his hands, personally
demonstrating to a craftsman on site, or
even learning from one by watching him
work for hours together.

To fully comprehend the development
ol such a personality we have to look into
his background. Born in a middle class
family in Vadodara, he was what he calls
a pol child—pols being the mohallas in old
city areas. Many of his design elements are
recalled from his past experience, par-
ticularly the wide corridor (more a
playground than a walkway), and cour-
tyard spaces (variations of the traditional
chowk). His father, still occasionally active
in his profession, is a civil engineer who had
qualified from Poona, and whose abilities
as an engineer/contractor/designer in
Vadodara were greatly respected. He took
a keen interest in the development of all his
children, encouraging them to be enquir-
ing and keen observers and, above all, in-
dependent. Patel attributes his success to
the encouragement and training of his
father who, he claims, always wanted him
to be an architect. **1 had been watching
my flather design and construct his
buildings ever since I was 12 years old,
often accompanying him to construction
sites.”” Another person who played a
significant role in Patel’s career was Prof.
M B Dave, who had also served as city ar-
chitect of Vadodara. Prof. Dave’s work
can be characterized as a cross between
‘Streamline Moderne’ and the International
styles. Patel, who worked with Prof. Dave
for a year in 1956-57 before going to the
USA, speaks admiringly of Prof. Dave as
a designer and a teacher. ‘‘He helped me
overcome my shortcomings and realize my
strengths,”” and adds, ‘*He taught me to
design with careful consideration by mak-
ing me aware of the fact that each line an
architect draws costs money.”’

It should be noted that Patel has
pleasantly suprised many of his clients by
exercising amazing cost controls. He is
keenly aware of construction practices and
their implication on project costs. *‘I don’t
believe 1n experimenting for the sake of it.
[ would not mind repeating a successful
detail tried 20 years ago, if it still works.”"
Over the years he has gradually developed
a consciousness and a method of im-

i |
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plementing cost control which includes
maximization of standard elements and
careful selection of materials, finishes,
hardware, etc. His fastidious nature,
however, gets him involved beyond the
selection of an appropriate contracting
agency, all the way to the analysis of labour
agencies and, sometimes, even in the selec-
tion of a particular artisan. “‘One cannot
take anything for granted in a country like
ours. An architect must be on his toes all
the time,’’ Patel says, to explain these ad-
ditional efforts. As a result, even his
buildings of modest cost reflect a clear and
well-worked out system with a high level
of general quality in terms of execution and
finish. Patel believes in making every ef-
fort to satisfy a client and come to a mutual
agreement on controversial issues. For ex-
ample, when he was asked to design the St
Xavier’s School in Ahmedabad, he analys-
ed ten other school plans to drive home his
point about allowing 50 per cent of the total
built-up area for corridors, against the
average 33 per cent, because he firmly
believed that these could be used as spaces
for student interaction, for exhibiting
students’ work, or even as classrooms.
Since the beginning of his career, Patel
has been involved in the field of architec-
tural education. He is a keen and dedicated
teacher, given to few words, but never-
theless very actively involved in all aspects
of the training of an architect. He has a
questioning mind, taking nothing for
granted. Having been an average student
himself till high school—he used to skip
classes to sneak off to the Relief Cinema
(1950), then under construction in
Ahmedabad, to watch artisans and craft-
smen working on its exquisite Art Deco
interior— he is bemused at having held the
positions of Director, School of Architec-
ture, and Dean, Centre for Environmen-
tal Planning and Technology, Ahmedabad.
The Centre particularly has benefited from
his resource management capabilities,
crucial to the survival and growth of most
academic institutions. He has strong views
on existing educational methods which he
finds rather slow and old fashioned.

““*Education should change according to
society’s changing needs. We have a lot to
learn and not enough time.”’ He prefers to
separate the creative learning process which
he feels requires vigorous inputs such as
visual aids and on-site experiences, from
theoretical knowledge. Needless to say he

is not always successful in achieving desired
n
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results in policy changes, but the positive
force in his personality keeps him striving
relentlessly for improvement.

Patel has also been actively involved
in professional and public bodies at the ci-
y, state and national levels. He has been
a member of various committees set up to
frame the National Building Code bye-
laws, a member of the Sabarmati River
Front Development project in Ahmedabad,
the Gujarat Lalit Kala Academy and other
organizations. He has been called upon by
the State and Union Governments in the
past for his expertise on various issues
related to his field of work. Committees
usually have a laboriously slow pace of
functioning and being a man of action he
finds himself limited by work procedures.
Often, he says, he is not reinvited owing
to his habit of calling ‘a spade, a spade’.
He feels that the days of the individual
client are almost over. The architectural
profession should gear itself to face the re-
quirements of the anonymous client, be it
in the field of mass housing or commercial
complexes. He accepts the reality of the
developer’s domination in the profession.
He believes in working with the developer
and educating him on the requirements of

an urban environment, which the developer
must take into consideration. At the mo-
ment, Patel’s practice ranges from the
designing of private residences to mass
housing schemes, and from educational
buildings to large commercial complexes.
To a great extent, his success is based on
excellent team work and high management
skills. His office is extremely well organiz-
ed and everything from the preparation of
drawings and working details, bills of

quantities and specifications is meticulously
worked out. Says a senior associate, ‘*We
have a family-type atmosphere in the of-
fice. Personnel relationships are good and
employees tend to stay here for a longer
duration than they normally do
elsewhere.”’

Ever since the sixties, many cities such

as Ahmedabad have grown out of their
rural-urban nature towards a more urbane
character. The city and its people have no
choice but to develop a civic awareness that
is different from their traditional past. Ow-
ing to factors such as ever increasing land
pressures, commercial and office com-
plexes have had to evolve, giving rise to the
need for a corporate architecture. Meeting
the requirements of this new demand with
a fitting response as an architect, marks the
style of the bulk of Hasmukh Patel’s pre-
sent practice. The Reserve Bank of India
at Ahmedabad (1971), Dena Bank at
Ahmedabad (1974) and Chinubhai Centre
at Ahmedabad (1978), are among his re-
cent major projects. Predominantly expos-
ed concrete structures, activity floors served
by a carefully located vertical circulation
and service core, plaza-like areas at various
levels, and prominent stair elements, form
the major part of this architect’s
vocabulary. It is here that he has explored
the urban notion of creating public spaces
on and off the street, as well as in the
buildings. “*One must design something
that can set an example to be followed by
society.”” This has been his emphasis in
developing frontal promenades at the
Chinubhai Towers, Chinubhai Centre and
Dena Bank. Patel is also very conscious of
the need for total community planning. In
his multi-storied apartment complex at
Centre Point, Ahmedabad (under construc-
tion), he has carefully and meticulously
designed various types of open spaces, a
health club, swimming pool, car and
scooter parking, and limited shopping to
facilitate community living in an urban set-
ting. Hasmukh Patel’s buildings project
him as an architect giving the society ar-
chitectural images necessitated by its emula-
tion of western urban models. His latest
designs are strong as well as popular im-
ages that are assured of a firm rooting in
our urban culture.

Miki and Madhavi Desai both graduated
from the School of Architecture,
Ahmedabad, and completed their master’s
in Austin, USA, in 1978, After working for

Iwo years at Berkeley San Francisco, they
travelled extensively in the USA and
Europe before returning to India where the
husband and wife team established a joint
architectural practice in Ahmedabad in
1981. Miki, a keen photographer, has also
been a visiting faculty member at the
Ahmedabad school since 1981.
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Dena Bank

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

HE REGIONAL office

building for Dena Bank is
prominently located in a commer-
cial zone running parallel to the
river Sabarmati. A bungalow with
an out-house existed on this lux-
uriously vegetated site. One of the
design considerations therefore
was to try and retain the existing
greenery which provided a cool
and colourful environment. The
contraint of having a long narrow
site on the main road was also us-

ed to advantage.

At its base, Dena Bank’s

+HASMUKH C. PATEL

facade consists of three double-
height openings, and a grand
staircase sandwiched between
slanting buttressed walls. Paved
landscaping in the front leads one
either to the central banking hall
or to the upper terrace with an
auditorium. The hall has a dou-
ble height with a huge mezzanine
daringly suspended from the ceil-
ing. The auditorium is inserted in
the double height of floors above,
the rest of the five floors being
typical.

The basic module for the
design, allowing unobstructed
useable spaces of 15m width on
all floorsis 1.5m x 15m. One of
the main aims was to avoid the
necessity for false ceilings
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anywhere, so the lighting and air-
conditioning services are located
in exposed ducts along cut-outs in
the beams. Openings in office
spaces face north/south and are
deepiy recessed. Storage areas are
incorporated within the vertical
structural system,

The entire building, in expos-
ed concrete, stands out for its
simplicity of structure and plain,
austere use of material, and
meticulous detailing.

Owner Dena Bank, Ahmedabad
Architect Hasmukh C Patel,
Jayant Gunjaria, Arvind Patel,
Ramesh Desai (design team)

Consultants Vakil-Mehta-Sheth,

Ahmedabad (structural),S K Mur-
thy, Bombay (airconditioning &
electrical)

Prime contractors Rajesh
Builders, and H K Builders,
Ahmedabad (civil), Crompton
Greaves, Bombay, Gujarat Elec-
tric Co., Ahmedabad (electrical),
Otis  Elevators, @ Bombay
(elevators), Batliboi, Ahmedabad
(airconditioning), Electronic Ser-
vices, Bombay (smoke detection),
Alumilite, Bombay (doors/win-
dows), Ambica Plumbing Works,
P Mahendra & Co, Ahmedabad
(sanitary), Mansh, Ahmedabad
(wel riser)

Covered area 6,800 sq.m

Year of completion /982

Cost Rs. 1,60,00,000

V1iHIW HSINIO

1 PLAZA

2 PUBLIC ENTRY
3 BANKING HALL
4 AGENT ROOM

5 STORE

6 TELEPHONE ROOM

7 STRONG ROOM

8 TOILET

8 ELECTRIC ROOM
10 PUBLIC ENTRY
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY DINESH MEHTA

o
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Left above View of the entrance hall
Centre Skylit waiting area adjoining
banking hall

Below Skylight details in waiting
area

Above Detail of corridor area
Facing page Facade of the Dena
Bank
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Chinubhai
Towers
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

ITUATED ON prime land

in the heart of Ahmedabad’s
commercial zone, the main objec-
tive of this shopping and office
complex, still to be completed,
was to be commercially viable yet
aesthetically inviting. Large
showrooms and shops, paved
plazas, lawns and terrace gardens
were planned to project a peaceful

and pleasant atmosphere con-
ducive to work and recreation.
The access to the shopping
centre is from the main road
through wide steps leading to the
central plaza. The centrally air-
conditioned shops on two levels
are organized around two large,
naturally lighted and ventilated
courts which are covered with a
grid of fibre glass pyramids. The
shops facing the main road, lead
to a wide promenade raised slight-
ly above the sidewalk of Ashram
Road. Office spaces are located in
the two towers rising above the
shopping terrace which will be

LHASMUKH C. PATEL =

turned into a terrace garden. The
approaches for the towers are ex-
clusively for office goers who can
take elevators either from the
plaza level or the ground floor, or
the parking basement. AN
escalator, holds a place of pro-
minence in the main entrance
court.

A feeling of openness has
been achieved by a positive use of
unbuilt land by developing the
land along the river into a garden
at different levels, and placing the
parking underground. Though
the main axis of the tower is
north/south, deep

recessed,

facades have been provided on the
east/west side to protect the win-
dows against the weather.

Owner Hasmukh Shah Enter-
prises, Ahmedabad

Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Jayvant Gunjaria, Arvind Patel,
Navin Mistry (design team)
Consultants Vakil-Mehta-Sheth,
Ahmedabad (structural)

S K Murthy, Bombay (air-
conditioning)

Covered area 24,300 sq.m

Cost Rs. 3,10,00,000 including
airconditioning and escalator,

N
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Shyamal

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

HIS HOUSING scheme,

promoted by an estate
developer, comprises about 350
houses with shared facilities such
as a swimming pool, club house
and gardens. Based on the well
developed concept of row houses
as an alternative to apartment liv-
ing, the design for Shyamal aims
at resolving the conflicting pro-

< HASMUKH C. PATEL <

blem of providing maximum
facilities at minimum cost. Thus,
compact houses with ample
storage, small terraces, front and
backyvards and lavish community
spaces make an attractive package
for prospective buyers.

The single units consist of
three bedrooms with attached
toilets, a living and dining space,
a kitchen, basement, and a small
garden opening towards the living
room. Twin units accommodate
an additional bedroom, a ser-
vant’s room and a more spacious

living room. The extremely nar-
row width of the houses, made
necessary in order to maximize on
the number of units possible on
the site, was a particular challenge
to work with. Open spaces have
been provided in the front and
back of each unit, useful for park-
ing and independent gardens. The
units as built, have managed to
provide a sense of spaciousness
combined with clear organization
and crisp detailing. The first part
of the scheme consisting of 102
houses has been occupied, while

the rest is still under construction.

Owner Hasmukn Shah, Builder,
Ahmedabad

Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Jayant Gujaria, Arvind Patel,
Ashwin Deliwala (design team)
Consultants Vakil-Mehta-Sheth,
Ahmedabad (structural)

Prime contractor M/s Hasmukh
Shah, Ahmedabad

Covered area Single wunit:

14 sq.m. Twin unit; 28 sq.m.
Cost Single unit: Rs. 1,20,000,
Twin unit: Rs. 2,40,000

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

1 DRAWING/DINING

2 KITCHEN

3 BED ROOM

4 UPPER PART OF DRAWING

Above A street view of Shyamal row
houses

Below The club house and central
community space in front
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GROUND FLOOR

1 DRAWING/DINING

2 KITCHEN

3 STORE

4 PUJA ROOM

5 SERVANT ROOM

6 BED ROOM

7 UPPER PART OF DRAWING

Above Single unit sample house

Right Entrance to a single unit
house with the profecting basement
skylight below the bedroom balcony
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Xavier
Technical
Institute

Sevasi, Gujarat

HE REQUIREMENT for

this institute included
workshops, classrooms, dor-
mitories and administrative of-
fices. Ample land was available,
so the built-up area was concen-
trated on the ground f[loor level
plus one storey, and the element
of open-to-sky courts and veran-

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DINESH MEHTA

* HASMUKH C. PATEL <

dahs was fully exploited.

This project was initially
designed for a conventional
building method and its drawings
made ready for construction,
when the clients proposed the use
of a five element precast system
to be introduced in the existing
plan. The architect, however,
decided to totally reject the entire
design and re-worked the whole
project, based on the precast
system. Two precast concrete
elements (beam and floor slab)
manufactured on site, form the
essential structural components of
this complex, along with the brick
load-bearing walls. The plan was

based on a module, and wherever
a large span was required, a
primary cast in situ beam was us-
ed. Brick and concrete surfaces
are exposed.

The resulting buildings
though essentially controlled by
the geometry and limitations of
the precast system adopted,
manages to create a refreshing
complex of open and semi-open
spaces. The natural materials of
exposed brickwork and concrete,
coupled with simple paving and
basic landscaping, unify the dif-
ferent spaces, often extending
them far beyond the actual
covered areas.

Owner Xavier Technical Institute,
Sevasi

Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Jayant Gunjaria, Harish Bhatt,
Leo Pereira, Arvind Patel (design
feam)

Consultants Vakil-Mehta-Parik h-
Sheth, Ahmedabad (structural)
Prime contractors Rev. Br. Mar-
tin & Br. Nicolas, Xavier
Technical Institute (civil & elec-
irical), Mahadevia & Shah, and
Ambica Plumbing Works,
Ahmedabad (sanitary)

Covered area 7500 sqg.m

Year of completion /972

Cost Rs. 27,00,000
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

D

SITE PLAN
1 ADMINISTRATION

2 WORKSHOP/CANTEEN
3 KITCHEN/DINING

4 DORMITORY

5 CLASSROOM

6 TOILETS

9

"7 OPEN AIR THEATRE
B MULTIPURPOSE HALL

- @

O

WORKSHOP BUILDING
1 ENTRANCE

Z FITTERS DEPT
3 MACHINE SHOP
4 TOOLS

5 ELEC DEPT

& CANTEEN

CLASSROOM CLUSTER
1 CLASSROOM

2 DRAWING HALL

3 STAFF ROOM

AMINISTRATION BLDG
1 STAFF ROOM

Z TOILET

3 OFFICE

4 PARLOUR

5 LIBRARY

Left Precast blocks and T beams
manufactured at site

Right below Two views of Ad-
ministration area courtyard
Facing page: South facing elevation
of Fathers’ hostel

T
LU

PART SECTION

|

polished kotah stone
maortar bed

= - - P
Sl -l P B e

precast T-beam
DETAIL SECTION

AXONOMETRIC SHOWING
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS
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Architect’s
Residence

Ahmedabad, Gujarat
I T IS ALWAYS difficult for
an architect to design his own
house. Individual family re-
quirements, one’s own aesthetic
sensibilities and the expectations
of one's profession, demand a
rigorous synthesis of design, to be
displayed in a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Built in 1969,

Hasmukh Patel’s residence today
stands as a prime example of the
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design values that have persisted
throughout his career.

In order to have a larger
garden area, the house was plann-
ed on two levels with the liv-
ing/dining on the ground floor,
and the bedrooms at approx-
imately 2m level. As the plot
abuts a 24m-wide main road, all
activities have been centred
around a large back garden, ap-
proachable through a deep south-
facing verandah. A covered olfa
forms the entry to the house, at
which point immediately a
panoramic view of the back
garden on the other side is offered
through the wide doors which

span the living/dining area. These
large doors, the double-height in
most of the ground floor spaces,
a free standing staircase, slender
concrete columns, exposed brick
and concrete with highly polish-
ed xkotah stone flooring, are the
factors which contribute to the
sense of a large, fluid and natural
environment in this house.
Another highlight of this design
1s the achievement of minimal cir-
culation and the clever use of
smaller spaces for domestic ac-
tivities and storage. In summer,
when the doors are closed, the liv-
ing area is beautifully lit by dif-
fused natural light from above.

BASEMENT

11
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TERRACE PLAN

Owner Smt. Bhakti Patel
Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Harish Bhatt, Leo Pereira (design
team)

Consultants Vakil-Mehta-Parikh-
Sheth, Ahmedabad (structural)
Prime contractors Gannon
Dunkerley & Co. Litd.,
Ahmedabad (civil), Gujarat Elec-
tric Co,,Ahmedabad (electrical),
Ambica Plumbing Works

Ahmedabad (sanitary)
Covered area 375 sqg.m
Year of completion /969
Cost Rs. 1,75,000
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1 DRAWING/DINING

2 KITCHEN

3 STORE

4 BED ROOM

B TERRACE

6 UPPER PART OF DRG/DINING
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Sir Sayajirao
Trust Hostels

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

T HE BRIEF FOR the boys’
hostel specified accom-

modation for about 100 students

within a strictly limited budget of

Rs. 7 lakhs. Other requirements

included a warden’s quarter, a

kitchen and dining facilities and
a guest house. The design had to

#HASMUKH C. PATEL %

allow for expansion for another
50 students.

The rooms are designed to
house four students each, with a
separate alcove including a bed,
study table and a small cupboard
for each student. Sixteen students
are housed on each floor with
toilet facilities available for eight
at a time. Double height central
spaces at ground and second floor
level form lounge areas.

Though built at modest cost,
the hostels have a clean crisp
guality about them, reflecting an

ambience usually associated with
much more expensive structures.
This effect has been achieved not
only by a careful choice of
materials but also by the con-
sistently high quality of detailing.
The handling of the staircases and
the treatment of the railings
characterize the close attention to
details throughout.

The structure consists of load
bearing brick walls with brick
reinforced slabs. Steel framed
doors and windows have been in-
stalled for better maintenance.

-

Above Boy'’s hostel accommodating
48 students in each block

Below Entrance to the boys’ hostel
Facing page Double height common
space in girls’ hostel

1 HOSTEL

2 ENTRANCE

3 ROOM

4 TOILET

5 UPPER PART OF ENTRANCE
6 TERRACE

Owner Sir Sayajirao Diamond
Jubilee & Memorial Trust,
Vadodara

Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Jayant Gunjaria, Poonatar, Arvind
Patel, R G Desai (design tear)
Consultants Mahendra Kan-
tharia, Vadodara (structural)
Prime contractors Arun B Shah
(civil & sanitary), Joshi Electric
Works, Ahmedabad (electrical)
Covered area Two hostel blocks
for 48 students each: 1,010 sq. m.
Year of completion /980

Cost Rs. 7,50,000

SECTION

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR
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SITE PLAN
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Parkhe
Research

Institute

Khopoli, Maharashtra

HE SITE OF this complex is
located on the banks of the
Patalganga river, at Khopoli, an
industrial township midway bet-
ween Bombay and Poona, at the

10
R ol i ey e o

SECTION

GROUND FLOOR

1 ENTRANCE
2 WAITING/ENQUIRY

“HASMUKH C. PATEL

foot of the Western Ghats, and
downstream from the Tata Hydel
Project.

The building has been
specially designed to house
laboratories, offices and a con-
ference room, a large lecture hall
and a library, storerooms and
other facilities connected with the
pulp and paper industries,

The natural inspiration for
this design was the existing
beautiful and refreshing river
bank atmosphere, conducive to

creative work by the research
scientists for whom the complex
has been built. Extensive land-
scaping both outside and par-
ticularly of the courtyards within
the building, and the creation of
airy and free-flowing spaces in-
tegrating the built-up area with
the surrounding landscape and
the interior courtyards,
distinguishes this project. The
sense of openness is further
enhanced by the natural light
brought into the interiors through

large skylights.

Owner Paper & Pulp Conversions
Ltd., Poona

Architects Hasmukh C Patel,
Gorecha, Arvind Patel (design
team)

Consultants Paper & Pulp Con-
versions Lid., Poona

Prime contractor Paper & Pulp
Conversions Ltd., Poona
Covered area 7,000 sq. m

Year of completion /978

Cost Rs. 6,00,000
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SECTION

9 ANALYTICAL LAB
10 PULPING STOCK

3 CONFERENCE HALL 11 STORE | 51 || @
4 MANAGING DIRECTOR 12 PHYSICAL LAB

5 TOILET 13 GARDEN

6 OFFICERS CABIN 14 LIBRARY

7 ENGG LAB 15 UPPER PART OF LABS

8 ENVIRONMENT LAB 16 TERRACE

. ':i.i

Above Entrance to the Parkhe
Research Institute

Centre The lounge area

Below A courtyard in the Institute
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Tourism
Bhavan

Gandhinagar, Gujarat

HE PROPOSED office
building for the Tourism
Corporation of Gujarat Ltd is
located on a 70m-wide plot in

=*HASMUKH C. PATEL

Gandhinagar, the 15-year old
capital of Gujarat. The building
is designed on modules of approx-
imately 4.3m each with the struc-
tural columns placed so as to
facilitate flexibility of spatial
division.

The multi-storeyed building
appears as a floating mass on ac-
count of the cantilevered struc-
tural system. The 1Ist and the 7th

typical floors are fully covered
and the other floors have cut-out
areas planned as terrace gardens
with the shadow of the floor
above falling on each terrace to
provide a cool and comfortable
environment. Extensive landscap-
ing on the ground floor surrounds
the paved parking at 1.2m level.

Two service cores approx-
imately 30m apart, housing 4

_ IIIIIIIIIIImI .
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1 PARKING 5 LOBBY

2 GARDEN 6 OFFICE SFACE
3 RESTAURANT 7/ TERRACE

4 KITCHEN/STORE 8 LIGHTWELL

5
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SIXTH FLOOR

elevators are designed to maintain
an easy flow of movement, and
staircases if needed, have been
carefully detailed for comforiable
use. The areas below the windows
provide storage space.

Owner Tourism Corporation of
Gujarat Ltd
Covered area /2753.4 sq.m
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN

FIRST & SEVENTH FLOOR
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