
I usually 
spend 

Uttarayan at 
my house in 

the pol 
because it is 

a unique 
experience. 
Pols in the 
walled city 
are known 

for its 
community 
living and 

the havelis 
there are 

also famous 
for vibrant 
Uttarayan 
festivities. 

From 
morning to 
lunch time, 
we are on 

the terrace, 
flying kites 

and enjoying 
specialities 
like chikki, 

mamra 
ladoo, 

sugarcane 
etc. After 
sunset, I 

spend time 
with my 

foreigner 
friends who 
come down 

only for 
Uttarayan

Umang 
Hutheesing,

 fashion
connoisseur

BIMAL
PATEL
President,

CEPT University

Stepwells to skyscrapers

Building identity
Gujarat has patronised diverse architectural traditions that has given State its individuality. 
After Independence, architecture played a prominent role in establishing a new identity

G
ujarat is host to diverse and 
distinct architecture that 
dates back thousands of 
years. We can only imagine 
the architecture of Dhola-
vira, Lothal and other cities 

of the historic era. Some of the earliest 
works of architecture accessible to us 
in Gujarat belongs to the 10th century, 
like Patan’s Rani-Ki-Vav, a testament to 
the creativity and public service spirit 
of the community. 

The architecture of stepwells and 
kunds are visible in many other cities 
across the state. The grandest of the 
kunds at the Sun Temple, Modhera 
stands tall as an example of Gujarat’s 
finest traditions. 

The temples of Polo and Vijaynagar 
forest also belong to this era.  

The indigenous architecture of 
Gujarat dwellings, be it the bhungas of 
Kutch or the pols of Ahmedabad or the 
delas and khadkis of Bhavnagar, pro-
vide a unique insight on the social ties 

and cultural habits of the people of 
Gujarat. They also depict people’s 
intrinsic understanding of their place.  

With its rich indigenous architec-
ture, Gujarat also has a long history of 
having welcomed and patronised 
architectural traditions from many dif-
ferent cultures. Sultanate rule brought 
the Indo-Islamic style to Gujarat and 
gave us many unique examples like 
Champaner and Sarkhej Roza. 
Following this, during the British peri-
od, many buildings of the Indo-
Saracenic style are still visible as iconic 
landmarks of that era. They include 
the Vadodara Arts College with its 
majestic dome, the Vadodara palace, 
Rajkot’s Rajkumar College, Surat’s 
Muglisara and the Bhavnagar Palace. 
Ahmedabad also has some significant 
colonial style architecture like the 
Gujarat College near Ellis Bridge, 
Electricity House in Lal Darwaza and 
Town Hall near Ellis Bridge.

After independence, architecture 

played a prominent role in establish-
ing the new identity of a modern dem-
ocratic state. This brought leading 
architects of the world such as Louis 
Kahn, Le Corbusier, Christopher 
Alexander and Frie Otto to Gujarat. 
With the setting up of CEPT University 
in Ahmedabad in 1962, Gujarat 
became a new hub of avant-garde 
architecture of the time. Icons like 
Achyut Kanvinde, B V Doshi, Charles 
Correa, and Hasmukh Patel, have all 
played a significant role in the devel-
opment of modern Indian architectur-
al idiom in Gujarat. Many of their 
buildings have become landmarks for 
a new generation of Gujaratis. Today, 
architecture is a vast field, with hun-
dreds of new architects graduating 
each year. Architecture, as a profession, 
has a unique and important role to 
play in the context of rapid urbanisa-
tion that many states are witnessing. 
Gujarat’s architects, I am sure, will rise 
to meet this challenge.
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